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1. The Role of Media in Terrorism
Typically, media and terrorism have a symbiotic relationship; each of these concepts exploits the other; terrorism has no meaning without media coverage. Terrorists employ media in its various forms for easy, faster and optimized communications. The role of media in terrorism is centered upon tactical and strategic purposes. For instance, some media forms such as television, radio, and newspaper can be used as propaganda tools or basically as megaphones to spread information across large audiences (White, 2014).
 As earlier identified, media is vital for terrorism considering that it provides the means of attracting attention and spreading its message. Acts of terrorism require an audience; today's sophisticated media technology which creates an instant worldwide audience continues to provide a platform, to communicate their ruthlessness. The dissemination of terror and uncertainty including spreading of the terrorists’ message through the newsworthiness of the violent act becomes a means through which media helps terrorism to realize its goal (Jetter, 2017).
 Accordingly, the media plays a role in terrorism as it sparks people to gain sympathy for terrorist groups for its cause. Also, the media plays a role in spreading concern and terror in the general public, thereby aiding terrorism to effect political change. The relationship between terrorism and the media will inherently continue to stay the same particularly if the number of casualties is relative to the salience of a terrorist act in the media. 
2. Views on Media Bias
Terrorism acts often dominate news coverage as the media seek to provide the public with information. However, not all terrorist acts receive equal attention. The disparity in media coverage; media bias towards terrorist acts are based on various factors. While it is arguable that the largest predictor of media bias is religion, the target type, the arrested perpetrators and victims also impact coverage (Schnell & Callaghan, 2005).
 Media is susceptible to falling into the temptation of replaying misinformation, rumor, and speculation particularly when that coverage is directed towards confirming well-established stereotypes. Often this kind of media bias is exhibited when during and after terrorist attacks, bigoted opinions and rumor-mongering escalates. When such media bias exists, terrorism threats end up being handled with sensationalism thereby distorting reality (Eid, 2013). 
 Certainly, media bias regarding terrorism carried into the various media forms can rapidly become hateful rhetoric that triggers crime and violence. In my perspective, the media needs to be aware of their media biases contribute to terrorist acts such as radicalization, violent extremism, and hate crimes. Likewise, media should maintain accuracy and objectivity in their media coverage in such a way that this coverage could eliminate biasness and in return help in bringing public perception in line with reality.
3. Media Bias in the Portrayal of Terrorism and Homeland Security in the Media
In an attempt to determine whether there is media bias in the portrayal of terrorism and homeland security in the media calls for reliance on cherry-picked examples and anecdotes. In light of this, media variations and biases regarding coverage can be best determined if there is a clear set of cases and also an explicit set of media sources for consideration.
One example of media that have sparked criticism in the recent world regarding its news coverage on terrorism is the New York Times. Research has shown that the New York Times coverage of U.S based terrorism both before and after 9/11 has been prone to sensationalize including completely ignoring some terrorist attacks (Powell, 2011).
Consequently, media bias in the portrayal of terrorism and homeland security in the media in the media can be exhibited based on the differences in how media cover terrorism. Despite acts ruthlessness or terrorism often being reframed as either terrorism or mental illness, most media frame perpetrator based on religion. In the U.S attacks committed by right-wing perpetrators are often media framed to be portrayed as a minor threat, whereby the perpetration was due to mental health problems, whereas attacks encouraged by Jihadist system were media framed as a coordinated threat by an unreceptive outsider force. 
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